
SJS Reopening Plan – FAQ 
(based on parent survey questions) 

 

 

School Instruction and Schedules 

What will preschool look like for the 3 and 4 year olds? 

Mrs. Smith will be sending out further details regarding the preschool program next week, first week of 

August, to all of our preschool families.  This information will include topics regarding both in-person 

and online learning.  Both will be available to families.  We appreciate your ongoing support! 

When will kindergarten placement testing take place?  What about placement testing 

for new students in grades 5-8? 

As of now, kindergarten testing will take place as scheduled the week of August 24th. The K teachers will 

be in contact with families regarding specific times/locations.   

We are working on scheduling placement testing (math) for new students in grades 5-8.  Information 

will be going out soon to those families.    

With the expectation that students will be socially distanced in the classrooms, 

obviously not all students will fit in a classroom. I understand some students will 

need to be moved to other areas of the building as this is also the case with students 

in other schools. How will those students be divided?  

If all grade levels were to return to the building at full capacity, we would be able to accommodate 

everyone, but distance between desks would be reduced to 3ft in some rooms.  We have plans to use all 

specials classrooms as regular education classrooms and have ELP take place in the cafeteria.  At no time 

would students or full classes take place in hallways or lobby areas.   

We are looking at the strong possibility of providing each family the opportunity to select which track 

they are most comfortable with in order to reduce class sizes further and keep in mind individual family 

circumstances.  This includes options for online, hybrid, and in-person 5 days a week.  More information 

will be sent out regarding this the first week of August.   

How will teaching occur for distance learning? Will I still need to print things out? 

Will I be sent a daily schedule? What will the hours be?  

Below is some information regarding distance learning: 

1.  Distance Learning Plan A - Based on choosing to stay home during in-person instruction or a student 

is home sick or quarantined: 



A. Live Instruction: Teacher will have the webcam live streaming instruction during normal class 

time for that particular subject matter.   

a. The student at home will be able to view the lesson and interact in real time with the 

lesson and class work by asking and answering questions.  This will take place using 

Zoom and/or Google depending on grade level.   

b. It is ideal to be available for all live viewing as much as possible per the request of the 

teacher and/or daily opportunity by the student. 

c. Families will have a copy of the weekly class schedule to know when instruction is taking 

place for each content area.   

B. Instructional Platforms: 

a. Grades K-2 will use SeeSaw 

b. Grades 3-8 will use Google 

c. All grade levels will use a combination of synchronous and asynchronous instruction.    

C. Assignments: 

a. Grades K-2 will use See Saw to interact, complete some assignments, etc. 

b. Grades 3-8 will be able to use Google to obtain assignments, turn them in, and ask 

questions. 

c. Pick-up/Drop-off – we will also have designated days and timeframes for families to 

drop off assignments if necessary and/or pick up supplies.   

We realize that not every distance learning situation at home provides for the same opportunity to be 

live; maintaining communication between teacher and home is critical for knowing when Live 

Instruction is expected and requested from both the family and the teacher. 

2. Distance Learning  Plan B - Based on school being out and everyone is at home: 

A. Live/synchronous learning would be scheduled based on grade levels and content areas.   

B. We are planning for teachers to have access to their classrooms, unlike in the spring.   

C. Daily lessons will be live and/or recorded for direct instruction with appropriate follow up for Q 

& A of the work incorporated into the schedule. 

D. Teachers will have scheduled office hours. 

E. Live small group instruction will take place throughout the week, based on grade level and 

content.   

F. Submission of work will still have a level of flexibility to it, due to the varying opportunities to 

complete the work at home.  However, stricter guidelines for completing the work in a timelier 

manner will apply. 

G. Pick-up & Drop-off of materials will be scheduled based on need and grade levels.   

Will they be required to stay 6 feet apart at lunch and on the playground?  

Students will not be required to stay 6ft apart when wearing a mask on the playground.  They will 

participate in small group activities during recess and have equipment to choose from.  All equipment 

will be disinfected after each recess.  If they are 6ft apart, or more, they may remove their masks during 

recess/mask breaks. 



Lunch will take place in the classrooms.  We will maximize space to spread student desks apart as much 

as possible, with a minimum of 3ft.  Most rooms will be over 3ft, pending class size numbers.  Students 

will wash their hands before and after lunch, as well as other times throughout the day.  Each classroom 

has been equipped with hand sanitizer dispensers.     

Will there be sectioned designated drop off and pick up times per certain amount of 

students? 

We are currently working with local public schools regarding bus schedules and arrival/dismissal times 

for buses.  Arrival and dismissal procedures are outlined in our Health & Safety Plan.  We continue to 

look at the logistics surrounding this as we get a finalized number for how many students will be in 

person vs. online.  

Is there any idea as to what extracurricular activities there will be or what they 

would look like? Will fall/winter sports be cancelled? 

As of right now, we will not have Enrichment Clubs for the fall.  We are awaiting further guidance from 

the Diocese of Harrisburg for choir and band activities.  In regards to sports, no final decisions have been 

made at this point.   

Health & Masks 

Are they (students) required to wear masks for the entire day? If so, will they have 

mask breaks?  

Students and staff will be required to wear a mask covering the mouth and nose during the day when 

they are less than 6ft apart in classrooms and in common areas such as halls, etc.  There will be multiple 

opportunities during the day for students to remove their masks outdoors when they are 6ft apart.  

Pending weather, we will also use large indoor spaces such as the gym.    

If a child or staff member tests positive, what is the protocol? Will just that specific 

class quarantine?  

As of right now, we will follow the protocol currently in place with the PA Dept. of Education and PA 

Dept. of Health.  An excerpt of that policy is stated below and further guidelines can be found at 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-

19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/default.aspx#probable 

Responding to Confirmed or Probable Cases 

After a Positive Case of COVID-19 

DOH or county and municipal health departments (CMHDs) staff will notify the school entity 

immediately upon learning that a person with a confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 was 

present at the school or a school event while infectious. DOH or CMHD staff will assist the 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/default.aspx#probable
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/default.aspx#probable
https://www.health.pa.gov/About/Pages/State%20Health%20Centers.aspx


school with risk assessment, isolation and quarantine recommendations, and other infection 

control recommendations. Schools should take every measure to maintain the confidentiality of 

the affected individual. 

It is the responsibility of DOH or CMHD staff to contact a student or staff person with 

COVID-19, inform close contacts of their possible exposure, and give instructions to those 

involved, including siblings and other household members, regarding self-quarantine and 

exclusions. The individual who tested positive will not be identified in communications from 

DOH or the CMHD to the school community at large but may need to be selectively identified 

for contact tracing by the DOH or CMHD staff. 

Pre-K to 12 schools are reminded to contact local DOH or CMHD staff before acting in 

response to a known or suspected communicable disease. Call DOH at 1-877-PA Health (1-877-

724-3258); a representative is on-call 24 hours a day. Pre-K to 12 schools located in a 

jurisdiction with a CMHD should call the CMHD. DOH and CMHDs will provide guidance to 

schools regarding disease information, appropriate letters and communications, identification of 

high-risk individuals, appropriate action and treatment, and on-going support and assistance. 

 If the person is present on school property when DOH or CMHD staff notify the school of the positive case information, the person 

should immediately, but discreetly, be taken to the COVID-19 related isolation space for pick up (if student) or asked to return home 
(if staff). 

 Establish procedures for safely transporting home sick individuals. 

 Contact DOH or the CMHD for further guidance if a parent/guardian/caregiver notifies the school of potential exposure by a student, 
staff member, or school visitor. 

 The entire building does not need to be evacuated.  

 Wait at least 24 hours before cleaning and disinfecting. If not feasible, wait as long as possible. If seven days have passed since the 
sick individual was in the affected area, cleaning is not needed. 

 Close off areas used by the sick person and do not use again before cleaning and disinfecting. Follow CDC Guidance on Cleaning 
and DisinfectingOpens In A New Window protocols. 

 Create a communication system to self-report symptoms and for notifying staff and families of exposures and closures. Schools should, 
however, take every measure to maintain the confidentiality of the affected individual. 

 

With the mask requirement, would the school be willing to allow students to wear a 

lanyard that could attach to the mask in order to prevent children from misplacing 

their masks?   

Yes, a very generous donor has ordered lanyards for all staff and students to wear.  They will be able to 

clip their mask to the lanyard in order to prevent them from falling on the floor or being lost when they 

are allowed to remove the mask.   

When will papers be needed for medical exceptions for masks?  

All students and staff are expected to wear a face covering which covers the mouth and nose.  If there is 

a medical exception, those will be addressed on a case-by-case basis and forms will need to be filled out.  

We are awaiting further information on this from the Diocese of Harrisburg.  In those cases, the student 

would be asked to wear a face shield. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/clean-disinfect/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/clean-disinfect/index.html


How will absences be handled? Can students stay home and learn remotely for more 

than three days without a doctor’s excuse?  

We will be adjusting our absentee policies for this year.  Yes, students can be home remote leaning and 

do not require a doctor’s excuse.  All families will be able to select the option that works best for them 

for a select amount of time.   

Additional Information 

Will we receive tuition reimbursement if we choose to leave SJS during the school 

year? 

Tuition reimbursement will only occur if you have paid in advance, in which case we would reimburse 

you only for the time you are not enrolled.  No reimbursements will be issued for the days you are 

officially enrolled at SJS.    

Are we currently still enrolling students or is that stopped at this time? 

We are not enrolling new students at this time in many grade levels.  We created waitlists back in May 

for many of our grade levels.  We are closely monitoring class size and space.     

 

We will continue to update this form as new information becomes available and/or guidelines change.   
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